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Village of Ellenville 

Board Meeting 

Monday, February 11, 2008 

 
The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance by  

Mayor Jeffrey Kaplan at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL  Mayor Jeffrey Kaplan    Present 

   Deputy Mayor Raymond Younger  Present 

   Trustee Efrain Lopez    Present 

   Trustee Francisco Oliveras   Present 

   Trustee Patricia Steinhoff   Present 

 

ALSO PRESENT Philip Cataldi, Village Attorney   

   Elliott Auerbach, Village Manager 

   Philip Mattracion, Chief of Police 

   Linda Polkoski, Village Treasurer 

   Brian Schug, Building Inspector      

   Noreen Dechon, Village Clerk 

 

Mayor Kaplan stated the Board of Trustees met earlier this evening 

at a workshop with the Village Engineers to discuss a number of 

projects in the Village that include the water and sewer plants, 

Government Center and the Berme Road Park.  The Board has 

decided informally to explore the idea of moving the playground to 

lower area of the park which they believe would avoid most of the 

issues related to building the park where the old landfill was 

located. 

 
APPROVAL OF 

MINUTES 

#021108-1 Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to 

approve the minutes of January 14, 2008 & January 28, 2008 as 

presented. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
PETITIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Maxine Chapin stated that she is upset with the idea of dissolving 

the Village and questioned the financial status of the Village.  

Mayor Kaplan read a nonbinding questionnaire that he will ask the 

Village Board to approve mailing to all Village taxpayers asking 

Village taxpayers if they would like the Board to look into the pros 

and cons of dissolution of the Village and spoke about the 

anticipated revenues from sale of Village property that never came 

to fruititon. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

HOTEL/MOTEL/BOARDING HOUSE 

#021108-2 

   Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Oliveras to open 

   the Public Hearing on Hotel/Motel/Boarding House at 7:15 p.m. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
ADJOURN PUBLIC 

HEARING   

#021108-3  Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez 

to adjourn the Public Hearing on Hotel/Motel/Boarding House at 

7:16 p.m. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
PETIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

(CONTINUED) Jane Eck questioned if the Village of Ellenville has enough funds 

to cover expenses for March, April and May.  Mayor Kaplan 

responded that he does not anticipate there to be a problem with 

that issue. 

 
EMPIRE ZONE 

PRESENTATION 

 Steve Finkle, Director of the Empire Zone was before the board 

tonight to discuss the benefits of the Town of Wawarsing and the 

Village of Ellenville to be in the Empire Zone.  Mr. Finkle stated 

that the Empire Zone program provides tax credit for businesses 

and property owners.  The Village of Ellenville is in the New York 

State Empire Zone and this designation offers financial and tax 

incentive for new or expanding businesses. 

 

 Mayor Kaplan stated that he realizes that advantage of being in the 

Empire Zone but objects to the Town of Wawarsing and Village 

each paying to be in the Empire Zone.  We are the only Village 

asked to make a contribution.  Mayor Kaplan requested that in the 

future a reduction of this membership fee be given to the Village. 

Deputy Mayor Younger questioned what type of advertising is 

done to bring businesses to our area and Trustee Lopez suggested 

 more aggressive advertising to attract businesses here. 

 
PETIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

(CONTINUED)  

 Ellenville Public Library – Ms. Asha Golliher, Community 

Relations at the public library told board members about the 
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“community read” that will take place in April.  Ms. Golliher 

presented board members with a copy of “To Kill a Mockingbird” 

and invited everyone to partake in this venture. 

 

 Ulster County Community Action – Ms. Rosemary Melendez 

thanked the Village Board for their financial assistance last year 

and requested $5,000 this year to continue to meet the needs of the 

economically disadvantaged in our area.   

 
770 DEVELOPMENT 

LLC REQEUST 

#021108-4 770 Development, LLC – Mayor Kaplan disqualified himself from 

this discussion – In reference to a bill in the amount of $7,941.34 

that was sent to Mr. Levi Hecht for work done at his property at 

256 Canal Street, Mr. Hecht again requested the board consider an 

offer of a $1,000.00 payment now and the remaining balance be 

paid in payments with the next three years taxes.  This request was 

not agreeable to board. 

  

 Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Oliveras that a 

 $5,000.00 payment is made now by Mr. Hecht with the balance to 

be paid over the next two years and the property owner execute a 

will confession of judgment 

 All in favor - Aye 4; Abstain, Mayor Kaplan- motion carried 

 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 

 Mayor Kaplan stated that he has reviewed with department heads 

than no expenditures should be made unless absolutely necessary 

and we are looking to fund only essential services, reduce 

overtime, suspending additional training sessions until the end of 

this fiscal year, no new hires, review the water and sewer billing 

and Government Center to determine both the expenses to run it 

and the capital improvements expenditures. Mayor Kaplan has 

requested the Village Manager to obtain from each department 

head a budget for the next fiscal year with a 5% decrease in 

spending, Mayor Kaplan will personally take a 10% decrease in 

the Mayor’s salary and for the Manager to submit a budget with no 

salary increases for personnel unless we are obligated by contract 

and to suspend some inspections that are not absolutely necessary 

until the end of this fiscal year. 

 

 New York Sate Public Service – Our franchise agreement with 

Time Warner Cable has been extended to August, 2008 and a new 

contract will need to be negotiated.  Attorney Cataldi is working on 

this matter and will report back at a future meeting. 
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RALLY NEW YORK 

#021108-5 Mr. Ivan Orisek, Rally New York, was the board tonight to request 

closing of a portion of Wintish Road from Route 52 to the Village 

of Ellenville’s border on Friday, April 8, 2008 from 8:00 am – 

12:00 noon.  
  

Mayor Kaplan questioned Chief Mattracion about the expense of 

having extra police personnel on this day and he requested that 

Rally New York pay for this expenses. 

 

 Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez to 

allow the temporary closing of Wintish Road on April 8, 2008 

from 8:00 am – 12:00 noon and any costs incurred by the use of 

extra Police personnel is paid by Rally NY, not to exceed $300.00 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
REOPEN PUBLIC 

HEARING-HOTEL/MOTEL/ 

BOARDING HOUSE 

#021108-6 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff 

to reopen the Public Hearing on Hotel/Motel/Boarding House at 

8:05 p.m. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

 Attorney Cataldi reviewed with board members the provision that 

has been added to allow for an emergency provision to allow relief 

from this law in case of emergency. Mayor Kaplan gave the 

background as to the rationale of this law and stated that Village 

officials met with local motel/hotels owners but those discussions 

did not go far enough to remedy the problem and also urged the 

Town Board to look into this matter for the hotels in their 

jurisdiction. 

 
CLOSE PUBLIC 

HEARING   

#021108-7  Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

   to close the Public Hearing at 8:10 p.m. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
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ADPOTION OF 

LOCAL LAW #2 

OF 2008 

HOTEL/MOTEL/ 

BOARDING HOUSE 

#021108-8 Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Oliveras to 

adopt Local Law #2 of 2008 in reference to Hotel/Motel/Boarding 

House. 

 Roll Call Vote: 

  Mayor Kaplan   Aye 

  Deputy Mayor Younger Aye 

  Trustee Oliveras  Aye 

  Trustee Steinhoff  Aye 

  Trustee Lopez   Aye 

 Motion passed. 

 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Chief Mattracion informed board members of an upcoming police 

training for “racial profiling” and it was requested that the Chief 

come to the next board meeting with the overtime cost that would 

be incurred and if this training could be moved to the next fiscal 

year. 

 

 Sergeant Nixon-Tomlin on behalf of the Ellenville PBA is 

requested installation of a vending machine on the lower level of 

the Government Center.  This machine will come from Gillette 

Creamery and is fully insured.  Discussion ensued about this 

machine coming from a private entity and the question of the 

Village receiving a percentage from the profits of this machine.  It 

was requested that Manager check with Gillette Creamery to 

inquire about the standard rate and the Village Attorney to check 

on the ramifications of a private entity having a vending machine 

in a government building. 

 

 Chief Mattracion also spoke about correspondence he received 

from Denise Moore in reference to the stop signs on Circle Avenue 

and Park Streets.  She is requesting additional stop signs on this 

corner since people continually run the stop sign and it was 

requested that the Chief start with enforcement at this site. 

 
MOTION FOR 89 

DAY APPOINTMENTS 

#021108-9 Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Deputy Mayor Younger 

 to appoint Police Officer Joseph Nuzzo and Josh Caliendo for 89 

days at 40 hours per week. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
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WEB CASTING 

PROPOSAL 

#021108-10 Manager Auerbach told board members that it will soon be 

mandatory for public access to meetings and would like to have the 

a meeting in March try  web casting instead of TV broadcasting.   

 

 Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez to 

allow one web cast meeting for public access with no cost to the 

Village. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
MOTION ACKNOWLEDGING 

RECEIPT & AUTHORIZE PUBLICATION 

OF PAST DUE VILLAGE TAXES 

#021108-11 Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Deputy Mayor Younger 

to acknowledge receipt and authorize publication of past due 

Village taxes for 2007 of $229,321.16 plus penalty $27,518.53 

totaling $256,839.69 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
SCHEDULE A 

WORKSHOP MEETING 

WITH VILLAGE TREASURER 

#021108-12 

 Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

to schedule a public meeting for Wednesday, February 20, 2008 at 

4:00 p.m. to meet with the Village Treasurer. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
YOUTH PROGRAM 

 Councilman John Gavaris was at the board meeting tonight to 

discuss the YMCA’s proposal for a summer program.  Mayor 

Kaplan questioned what the Town of Rochester contributes to the 

Town of Wawarsing for their use of the Kerhonkson pool and was 

told $20,000.  The YMCA’s summer program proposal is to be a 

nine week program during the summer with the hours of this 

program from 8:30 am – 5:00 pm.  Trustee Steinhoff questioned if 

the School District has given their permission to use the buildings 

and grounds for these extended hours.  The Village of Ellenville’s 

contribution for this program and other activities would be 

$120,000.  Sam Bugna, Director, YMCA, that amount is based on 

the program servicing 100 children, children that are on free and 

reduced lunch will not be charged for the program.  Mayor Kaplan 

recommended that the Board do not vote on this issue until such 

time as we have the joint meeting with the Town of Wawarsing 

and we invite the representatives from the School and the YMCA 

to this meeting. 
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MOTION TO CONTRIBUTE 

$100,000 TO THE 2008-2009 

YMCA YOUTH PROGRAM 

#021108-13 Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Lopez to 

authorize the contribution of $100,000 to the YMCA Youth 

Program for 2008-2009. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried  

 

 
MOTION TO CONVENE 

BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW 

#021108-14 

 Motion by Trustee Oliveras, seconded by Deputy Mayor Younger 

 to convene a Board of Assessment Review on February 26, 2008 

from 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. at the Government Center, 2 Elting 

Court for the purpose of hearing and examining all complaints in 

relation to Village of Ellenville assessments. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

 Alan Eisman – 59 & 61 Center Street – Code Enforcer Officer 

 Schug told board members that these buildings have been 

condemned since August, 2007 and Mr. Eisman is in the process of 

buying these buildings and converting them from six to two 

apartments in each house.  These properties are in the B-1 district 

and if they are not occupied within one year of the condemnation 

there is a discontinuance clause and they will revert back to non-

residential properties.  It was the consensus of the board to find 

someway to overcome the presumption that they are abandoned 

properties. 

 

Rental Safety Cost Analysis – Code Enforcer Officer Schug move 

stated that if we change the rental safety certificate to a biennial 

review there will a large loss of revenue.  Mayor Kaplan suggested 

that we raise the amount we charge for said inspection. Mr. Schug 

suggested that we suspend the yearly fire inspection for residential 

units. 

 
MOTION TO CANCEL PUBLIC 

HEARING TO AMEND RENTAL 

SAFETY CERTIFICATE LAW 

#021108-15 

 Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez to 

cancel the Public Hearing scheduled for February 25, 2008 at 

7:15 p.m. in reference to amending the rental safety certificate law. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
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ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

AMTRUST- Attorney Cataldi discussed the owners of the former 

Schrade Building,  Ellenville Development Partner’s, request to 

diminish the Village boundary line for their property.  Ellenville 

Development Partners owes $10,150 in back taxes and it was 

requested that Attorney Cataldi contact this group to see if they 

would pay the Village of Ellenville $20,000 to pay all expenses 

incurred in this change. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 

Trustee Oliveras questioned the status of purchasing a camera for 

sewer line inspections. 

 

Trustee Steinhoff requested a report on the artwork that the Village 

of Ellenville owns and if we have a current agreement with the 

Ellenville Public Library. 

 

Trustee Lopez questioned what action is taken when borrowers 

from the Ellenville Revolving Loan Fund do not make payments. 

 

Mayor Kaplan requested that before the next board meeting the 

Village Treasurer gives to each Trustee a copy of the 2006 Village 

audit. 
    

VILLAGE MANAGER 

Volunteer Fireman Policy - Manager Auerbach gave board 

members a copy of a draft policy for employees that are volunteer 

fireman to go out on fire call during business hours.  It was 

requested that board members review and if they have any 

comments to contact him. 

 

PBS Follow-up – Manager Auerbach questioned if the Board 

wants him to send out a Request for Proposal in reference to the 

Petroleum Bulk Storage tank removal program.  It was requested 

that Manager Auerbach see if there is any grant money available 

for this venture. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 

(continued) 

Questionnaire – Mayor Kaplan requested the authorization to send 

out a questionnaire to all taxpayers in reference to the dissolution 

of the Village.  All board members agreed to this request. 

 

RUPCO Grant - Trustee Lopez questioned the status of the Kossar 

Place grant and Manager Auerbach stated RUPCO is working on a 

boundary revision.  Mayor Kaplan requested that RUPCO be 

invited to a future meeting to review status of the grant. 
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ADJOURN Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

to adjourn to audit at 10:05 p.m. not to reconvene to public session. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 Noreen Dechon 

 Village Clerk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


