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Village of Ellenville 

Board Meeting 

Monday, April 28, 2008 
 

 

The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance by  

Mayor Jeffrey Kaplan at 7:00 p.m. and requested a moment of 

silence in memory of Retired Police Chief John Corwin. 

 

 

ROLL CALL  Mayor Jeffrey Kaplan    Present 

   Deputy Mayor Raymond Younger  Present 

   Trustee Efrain Lopez    Present 

   Trustee Francisco Oliveras   Present 

   Trustee Patricia Steinhoff   Absent w/notice 

 

ALSO PRESENT Philip Cataldi, Village Attorney   

   Elliott Auerbach, Village Manager 

   Philip Mattracion, Chief of Police 

   Linda Polkoski, Village Treasurer 

   Brian Schug, Building Inspector      

   Noreen Dechon, Village Clerk 

  
Mayor Kaplan reported on his continuing requests to the Town of 

Wawarsing to conduct a town wide tax reassessment, which would 

update the town’s tax rolls and would distribute property tax 

burdens based on property value.  Mayor Kaplan also stated the 

greater burden of the town and school taxes is falling on village 

taxpayers.  Mayor Kaplan also spoke about a large number of 

properties that are located in the Village but are tax exempt.  

 

Mayor Kaplan also spoke about an idea to increase tourism and 

make Ellenville a “canal town” since the village has within its 

borders a portion of the D&H Canal.  There was discussion about 

the use of solar lights of a period piece that is now on upper Canal 

Street and place additional murals throughout the Village and the 

Mayor spoke about the “streetscape” grant which might be used 

towards these endeavors. 

 
APPROVAL OF 

MINUTES 

#042808-1 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez to 

approve the minutes of April 14, 2008 as presented. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
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Trustee Oliveras questioned if the bills that had been approved at 

the April 14, 2008 meeting have been paid.  The Village Treasurer 

stated they have not been paid yet and it was requested that she 

coordinate contacting those vendors as a courtesy call as to when 

payment will be made. 

 
PETITIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Ms. Joan Rice Smith questioned if the Village Manager if he was 

an owner or in partnership with Affordable Waste and was told 

absolutely not. 

 

Mrs. Maxine Chapin questioned a recent article that she read in 

reference to the results of the Phase I study of the proposed 

playground site.  Mayor Kaplan stated that this study has not been 

completed as of this time and discussion continued and a request 

was made to the Village Manager to draft a letter to the Village 

Engineers as to the status of these studies. 

 

Blueberry Festival – Diane Turner and “Red” Roudis were before 

the Board tonight to request the closing of the municipal parking 

lot on Canal Street so that it could be used the day of the Blueberry 

Festival. 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE 

CANAL STREET  

MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT 

#042808-2 

   Motion by Trustee Oliveras, seconded by Trustee Lopez to close  

the municipal parking lot adjourning 148 Canal Street effective 

midnight August 23, 2008 till 5:00 p.m. that same day. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Chief Mattracion spoke about a recent automobile accident, April 

23, 2008, involving one of his police officers.  The officer is 

expected to have a full recovery and the State Police are 

investigating this accident. 

 

Chief Mattracion informed board members that one new vehicle 

has been received from Warnott Ford. 

 

Chief Mattracion presented a plaque that was recently received 

from the American Automobile Club of America in which the 

Village of Ellenville received the top award for “Community 

Traffic Safety Program.”  Also stated that the Village of Ellenville 

received an Achievement Award for 17 years without any 

pedestrian fatalities. 
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Chief Mattracion also spoke about the use of manpower for the 

NAACP’s fair at the Berme Road Park.  It was decided that one 

police officer will be assigned to the park on that day. 

 

Chief Mattracion passed along Michael Kavanaugh, Jr. thanks for 

the Ellenville Police Department for their hard work on a recent 

court case. 

 

Chief Mattracion stated that some video cameras have been 

installed on the police cars and the computers have been ordered 

and should be received shortly. 

 
MOTION TO ADVERTISE 

FOR OPENING ON 

ELLENVILLE/WAWARSING 

YOUTH COMMISSION 

#042808-3 

   Motion by Trustee Oliveras, seconded by Deputy Mayor Younger 

to accept the resignation of James Graham as Village 

representative to Ellenville-Wawarsing Youth Commission and to 

advertise for the open position with applications returnable by May 

9, 2008. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

 
MOTION TO APPOINT 

ANN BOWLER TO THE 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

COMMITTEE 

#042808-4 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

to appoint Ann Bowler to serve on Ellenville’s Historic 

Preservation Committee.  This vacancy has been advertised and 

Mrs. Bowler has been recommended by the Historic Preservation 

Committee. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
PETITIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

(continued) 

Correspondence received from Time Warner Cable in reference to 

channel changes and additions. 

 

Joel Scriebman questioned the status of the cable franchise 

agreement and the cable commission.  It was requested that the 

Village Manager schedule a meeting with Joel Scriebman, Dan 

Donovan, Deputy Mayor Younger and Village Manager Auerbach. 
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MOTION TO RESUME 

PUBLIC HEARING ON 

THE 2008/2009 BUDGET 

#042808-5 

   Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez to  

   resume the Public Hearing on the 2008/2009 budget at 7:50 p.m. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

Joel Scriebman had a few questions on the budget in reference to 

bus shelter, municipal properties and late tax payments. 
 

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE 

VILLAGE MANAGER TO 

ENTER INTO CONTRACT  

WITH PHONE AUDITOR 

#042808-5 

   Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez to 

authorize the Village Manager to hire a phone auditor on a 

contingency basis at a cost of one year savings. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
MOTION TO RESUME 

PUBLIC HEARING ON 

THE 2008/2009 BUDGET 

(continued) 

Different budget items that were discussed were shared services of 

the building and the revenues that will be received from our 

tenants, police budget for film, it was requested that the Chief look 

into purchasing a digital camera, radios for the street, water/sewer 

departments, professional fees, insurance, overtime costs and to 

aggressively look into solar lights for the street lights.  Also 

discussed was contractual payments, the joint pool, community 

beautification and employee benefits.  Revenue lines were 

discussed and Deputy Mayor Younger spoke about the estimates 

for salaries and if there is a contingency line for expenses.  Deputy 

Mayor Younger also questioned if the Board should consider using 

the mountain reserve fund to pay off the deficit and Mayor Kaplan 

requested that the Village auditor come to a future meeting to 

discuss the recent audit.  Trustee Lopez stated that he would like to 

see the deficit reduced. 
    

 

MOTION TO CLOSE 

PUBLIC HEARING ON 

THE 2008/2009 BUDGET 

   Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez to  

   close the Public Hearing on the 2008/2009 Budget at 8:45 p.m. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
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MOTION TO ADOPT 

PUBLIC HEARING ON 

THE 2008/2009 BUDGET 

#042808-6 

Motion by Trustee Oliveras, seconded by Deputy Mayor Younger 

to adopt the 2008/2009 Village of Ellenville budget in the amount 

of $3,745.649.00 

Roll Call Vote: Trustee Lopez   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Younger Aye 

   Trustee Oliveras  Aye 

   Mayor Kaplan   Aye 

 

Mayor Kaplan thanked the Board of Trustees, department heads 

and everyone else who worked on this budget for all their hard 

work. 

 
MOTION TO APPOINT 

MEMBERS TO THE  

DISSOLUTION COMMITTEE 

#042808-7 

Seven residents have volunteered to serve on the Dissolution Study 

Committee.  Mayor Kaplan proposed that a representative from the 

Village Board, Deputy Mayor Younger be appointed and to invite 

a member from the Town of Wawarsing board to serve on this 

committee.  It was requested that at this committee’s first meeting, 

a list of concerns and questions be prepared and bring back to the 

Village Board. 

 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Oliveras to appoint 

the following along with Deputy Mayor Younger and a member of 

the Town of Wawarsing board to the dissolution committee: Carol 

Distel, Dennis Warner, Stefan Spezio, Manny Torres, Keith 

Eighmey, Steve Krulick and Barbara Bright. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

It was requested that a list of questions be drafted by the Village 

Board of Trustees to be given to this committee. 

 
MOTION TO GRANT THE 

REQUEST BY THE NAACP 

TO USE BERME ROAD PARK 

#042808-8 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Oliveras to grant 

the request from the NAACP to use the Berme Road Park on July 

19, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

   Code Enforcement Officer Schug reviewed with Board members 

his report on building permits and fees to date.  Mayor Kaplan 

thanked Mr. Schug for his hard work on behalf of the Village and 

his continuing efforts. 

 

There was discussion about fines imposed by the Village Court and 

it was requested that Mr. Schug gave to the Board a list of the five 

most egregious fines that he is having trouble resolving with the 

Village Court at the next board meeting.  

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Board reviewed with the Village Treasurer the current 

property tax contracts and it was requested that a statement be 

added to the contract that the contract is contingent upon the 

approval of the Village Board.  Mayor Kaplan will sign the 

contracts after the Village Board has approved them. 

 

Bank Accounts – The Board is looking for a monthly report with 

the funds available to pay bills.   

 
MOTION TO ENTER 

INTO A SIX MONTH 

CONTRACT WITH 

AFFORDABLE WASTE 

#042808-9 

   Manager Auerbach reported that he had received three quotes from 

refuse companies to supply a 10 yard dumpster.  Manager 

Auerbach contacted Affordable Waste, which is an Ellenville 

company, as to what there charge would be.  This dumpster will be 

kept behind the Sewer Department behind a locked gate.   

 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez 

authorizing the Village Manager to enter into a six month contract 

with Affordable Waste of Ellenville, NY to supply a 10 yard 

dumpster with weekly service for $228.70 per month. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
MOTION TO EXCESS 

VILLAGE VEHICLES 

#042808-10 

   Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

   to declare the following Village vehicles as excess: 

   1979 Ford (DARE) van  1991 GMC pickup w/plow 

   1993 Ford pickup   1995 GMC pickup 

   1997 Elgin street sweeper 
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All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

 
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE 

THE VILLAGE MANAGER 

TO ENTER COORDINATE 

WITH VILLAGE OF WOODRIDGE 

THE USE OF VILLAGE STREET SWEEPER 

#042808-11 
   Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

to authorize the Village Manager to coordinate with the Village of 

Woodridge to use our street sweeper and a driver for two days at a 

revenue source of $1,300.00 per day. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE 

THE SALE OF EXCESS 

VEHICLES 

#042808-12 

   Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

   to authorize the sale of the following excess vehicles: 

   1979 Ford (DARE) van  1991 GMC pickup w/plow 

   1993 Ford pickup   1995 GMC pickup 

   1997 Elgin street sweeper 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

 
REVIEW OF 

WORKSHOP/CONFERENCE 

REQUEST FORM 

This form will be reviewed by board members and discussed at the 

next Village Board meeting. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 

Deputy Mayor Younger questioned the sale of the Village 

properties that have been pending and Attorney Cataldi gave an 

update on them. 

 

Deputy Mayor Younger questioned the status of the Broadhead 

Street property (RUPCO) and was told the Planning Board had 

given them conditional final approval. 

 

Deputy Mayor Younger questioned the dollar figure that it would 

have cost to retro fit the old Village Hall with an elevator 

compared to what we spent on the new Village Hall. 
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Trustee Oliveras stressed the importance of purchasing a trench 

box and the sewer camera. 

 

Trustee Lopez spoke about the condition Berme Road tennis courts 

and Manager Auerbach stated they will be looked at this coming 

week. 

 

Mayor Kaplan requested that the Village Manager contact 

Congressman Hinchey’s office as to the details of the “streetscape” 

grant in reference to the “canal town” and he would also like to 

obtain Request for Proposals for this plan.   

 

Mayor Kaplan asked about the “grand openings” for new 

merchants and Manager Auerbach has contacted the Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 

Mayor Kaplan requested a monthly grant update be presented to 

the Board of Trustees. 

 
MANAGER’S REPORTS 

Manager Auerbach requested that the Chamber of Commerce host 

the next “Main Street” grant meeting. 

 

Solar Lightning – Manager Auerbach has a company sending him 

specifications for this project. 

 

Flag Pole Dedication – Manager Auerbach would like to schedule 

June 9, 2008 for the dedication of our new flag pole. 

 

Salt Shed – It was requested that Manager Auerbach search for a 

grant for a new salt shed. 

 

Neighborhood Walk Schedule – Since tonight’s walk was 

cancelled due to rain, the neighborhood walk schedule will be 

amended to move them all back two weeks. 
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MOTION TO ADJOURN 

#011408-13 

 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez to 

adjourn in memory of retired Police Chief John Corwin at 9:35 

p.m. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
   Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

   Noreen Dechon 

   Village Clerk 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


