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Village of Ellenville 

Board Meeting 

Monday, May 12, 2008 
 

 

The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance by  

Mayor Jeffrey Kaplan at 7:00 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL  Mayor Jeffrey Kaplan    Present 

   Deputy Mayor Raymond Younger  Absent w/notice 

   Trustee Efrain Lopez    Present 

   Trustee Francisco Oliveras   Present 

   Trustee Patricia Steinhoff   Present 

 

ALSO PRESENT Philip Cataldi, Village Attorney   

   Elliott Auerbach, Village Manager 

   Philip Mattracion, Chief of Police 

   Linda Polkoski, Village Treasurer 

   Brian Schug, Building Inspector      

   Noreen Dechon, Village Clerk 

 
   Mayor Kaplan stated that at the next board meeting, May 27

th
, 

   he will be late due to a prior commitment. 

 
APPROVAL OF 

MINUTES 

   Motion by Trustee Oliveras, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff 

   to accept the minutes of April 28, 2008 as presented. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
PETITIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Dr. Richard Craft was before the board tonight to inform board 

members of the newly formed Town of Wawarsing Historical 

Knife Society.  Dr. Craft spoke about the three fold purpose of this 

committee and that everything is in place to create a knife museum 

except for a location.  Dr. Craft spoke about the possibility of using 

the fifth floor of the new Government Center to house this museum 

and Mayor Kaplan responded that he would like to see the Hunt 

Memorial Building used as a possible site.  Dr. Craft stated that the 

fifth floor would be used temporarily and Mayor Kaplan will 

discuss this matter with the Board and get a cost analysis of what it 

would cost to make the fifth floor usable for this venture. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

FIRE & BURGLAR ALARMS 

#051208-1 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to open 

the public hearing for Fire & Burglar Alarms at 7:15 p.m. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 

PUBLIC HEARING 

FIRE & BURGLAR ALARMS 

#051208-2 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to 

adjourn the public hearing for Fire & Burglar Alarms at 7:16 p.m. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
 
PETITIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

(continued) 

Further discussion about the knife museum that took place was to 

schedule a meeting with the Village’s grant writer and one board 

member to see if there are any funds available for this undertaking. 

 
REOPEN PUBLIC HEARING 

FIRE & BURGLAR ALARMS 

#051208-3 

Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Lopez to open 

the public hearing for Fire & Burglar Alarms at 7:30 p.m. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

Attorney Cataldi reviewed with board members changes that have 

been made to this local law that were requested at the last 

discussion.  One of the changes to this local law is the written 

notice by the police department to be served upon a property 

owner after the first false alarm is recorded within a 12 month 

period.  Questions arose as to how the Village would notify 

property owners that presently have an alarm system and it was 

determined that the police department would send written 

notification.  As far as the question if the Town of Wawarsing and 

School District being exempt from this local law it was determined 

that they would both be. Chief Mattracion explained the process of 

responding to alarms and discussion ensued about implementing a 

registration fee schedule and penalties that would incur.  It was 

requested that the Attorney Cataldi look into other communities as 

to how they handle their false alarm calls before a vote is taken and 

also to contact the alarm companies to see if a surcharge could be 

implemented for a false alarm and this be payable to the Village. 
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MOTION TO  

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

FIRE & BURGLAR ALARMS 

#051208-4 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to close 

the public hearing for Fire & Burglar Alarms at 7:40 p.m. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
PETITIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

(continued) 

Fawn Morosky, Ellenville Playground Committee, requested that 

use of the Berme Road Park for a community barbeque. 

 
MOTION TO HOLD 

A COMMUNITY BBQ 

ON MAY 26, 2008 

ELLENVILLE PLAYGROUND 

COMMITTEE 

#051208-5  

   Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to grant 

   approval for the request of the Berme Road Park by the Ellenville 

Playground Committee to hold a community barbeque on May 26, 

2008 subject to review by the Police Chief. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE 

REQUEST FOR LAWN 

SALE ON 6/22/08 FOR 

HUNT MEMORIAL 

#051208-6 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to 

approve the request of the Hunt Memorial Committee’s request to 

hold a lawn sale on June 22, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
 

TOWN OF WAWARSING 

ROAD NAMING 

Correspondence received from Supervisor Jennings informing the 

Village Board that the Ellenville Regional Hospital has requested 

an official road name change and it has been approved.  The new 

road address is: “Healthy Way.”   

 
YOUTH COMMISSION 

APPOINTMENT 

#051208-7 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to 

appoint Dianne Krulick to the Village of Ellenville/Town of 

Wawarsing Youth Commission Board. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Bike-A-Thon - Chief Mattracion told board members about a Bike-

A-Thon that will be held by the Ellenville Nursery School and 

their request to close Washington Avenue for four hours.  Chief 

Mattracion will assign one officer to this location during the event. 

 

Tow Truck List – There was discussion about the Police 

Department’s policy as to which tow truck company is called.  It 

was decided to call tow truck companies located within the Village 

first on a rotating basis and then if they are not available, other 

companies would be called. 

 

Police Candidates – Chief Mattracion introduced three new 

candidates to be appointed as part time police officers.  There was 

discussion as to their availability to work and their responsibility to 

buy their first uniform and ammunition.  Trustees Lopez and 

Oliveras have meet with the candidates. 

 
MOTION TO APPOINT 

PART TIME POLICE 

OFFICERS 

#051208-8 

   Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Oliveras to appoint 

Randall Wynkoop, David Mendoza and Krystal Neglias as part 

time police officers subject to the terms of current salary schedule 

with the stipulation that each officer will purchase their first 

uniform themselves along with their ammunition. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

Operation Buckle Up – Chief Mattracion told board members this 

event will take place the week of May 13
th

. 

 
MOTION AUTHORIZING 

VILLAGE MANAGER TO 

ADVERTISE FOR POSITION 

OF MUNICIPAL WORKER 

#051208-9 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff 

authorizing the Village Manager to advertise for the position of 

Municipal Worker I to fill a vacancy in the Department of Public 

Works. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

The person who fills this position will fluctuate between the Water, 

Sewer and Street departments. 
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MOTION TO REVIEW 

AND ADOPT THE 

YMCA POOL OPERATIONS 

CONTRACT 

#051208-10 

Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Oliveras to 

approve the YMCA pool operations contract subject to 

modifications in reference to chemicals that will be paid for the 

Village for the school pool. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
MOTION AUTHORIZING 

ASST. STREET DEPT FOREMAN 

TO ATTEND 2008 HIGHWAY 

SCHOOL 

#051208-11 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff 

authorizing the Assistant Street Department Foreman permission to 

attend 2008 Highway School at Ithaca College at a cost not to 

exceed $250.00. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
MOTION AUTHORIZING 

EXPENDITURES TO ADVANCE 

UP TO $10,000 FOR GARBAGE 

CANS, BENCHES, ETC. 

#051208-12 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff 

authorizing expenditures to advance up to $10,000.00 for garbage 

cans, benches, etc. to be reimbursed from the Main Street Grant. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
MOTION AUTHORIZING 

THE DEDICATION CEREMONY 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT CENTER 

FLAG POLE 

#051208-13 

Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

authorizing the dedication ceremony for the Government Center 

Flag Pole, donated by Cook Taylor Post American Legion, for 6:00 

p.m. on Monday, June 9, 2008. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
REVIEW OF VACANCIES 

AND APPOINTMENT EXPIRATIONS 

The following commissioner positions are close to their end date 

and one commissioner has indicated that he may be unable to 

continue his position.  They are: 

 Planning – Commissioner Nilo – 7/15/08 

 Zoning – Commissioner Briggs – Vacancy? – 7/15/10 



 

5 12 08 6 

 Housing – Commissioner Robles – 7/15/08 

 

Mayor Kaplan requested the Village Manager to contact 

Commissioner Briggs to discuss his appointment and to post the 

vacancies for the Planning and Housing Committees. 

 
DISUCSSION 

SICK BANK & SICK 

BANK COMMITTEE 

Manager Auerbach told board members that in the past the Village 

has had an “informal” sick bank procedure and would like to have 

a formal policy and procedure in place.  It was requested that this 

policy be reviewed by the labor attorney.   

 
DISCUSSION 

ELLENVILLE FIRE DISTRICT 

USE OF MUNICIPAL WATER 

TO FILL PRIVATE SWIMMING 

POOLS 

There was discussion among board members about the past 

practice of the Ellenville Fire Department filling up privately 

owned swimming pools using the Village’s water.  Some of these 

private pools are not within the Village boundaries.  Acting Fire 

Chief George Budd stated that in some cases the Fire Department 

does receive a donation and the filling of pools is used as an 

opportunity to train personnel on the use of pumps and hoses stated 

that most fill ups don’t exceed one truck’s worth of water.  

Discussion ensued about if the fill-if exceeds a truck load there 

might be some way of compensating the Village.  It was requested 

that the Village Manager check with other municipalities as to how 

they handle this matter. 

 
RESOLUTION 

TO ACCEPT FOLLOWING 

BILLS FOR PAYMENT 

#051208-14 

   Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Lopez to accept 

   the following bills for payment: 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

 

Escrow 

 

Court 

$149.89 

Youth Court 

$34.42 

Assessment 

$790.54 

Law 

$3.166.66 

General 

$5,219.79 

Cent Print 

$531.42 

Hunt 

$ 

Police 

$6,456.18 

PAL 

$ 

Building 

$235.40 

Registrar 

$180.00 

Street 

$10,669.60 

Street Lights 

$8,443.51 

Farmers’ 

Market 

$38.88 
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Youth  

$7,253.29 

Playground 

$12,908.61 

Zoning 

$942.88 

Planning 

$955.44 

GEIS 

 

Disability 

 

Other 

 

Water 

$37,680.96 

Sewer 

$45,879.90 

Capital 

 

Celebration 

$575.21 

Garbage 

$1,628.70 

Street Cleaning 

$647.35 

Beautification 

$173.53 

Wrkrs Comp 

$61,244.44 

 

   Mayor Kaplan directed the Treasurer if there are any problems 

with payment of these bills to either email or call the vendor 

immediately. 

 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

   Skateboard Legislation – This will be discussed at next meeting. 

 

Clinton Avenue Closing – Closing has taken place and payment  

received. 

 

Mill Street Sale to Cafaro – There is an issue with encroachment 

on Tyrone Thomas’ property and it will be necessary to make a lot 

line change.  Closing will take place either Thursday or Friday of 

this week. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 

Trustee Oliveras requested research for a new filter system and 

questioned if the delinquent taxes have been published in the local 

newspaper. 

 

Trustee Oliveras also requested that the word “cripple” be removed 

from our code book and replaced with “handicapped”. 

 

Trustee Lopez questioned the recent problem with the utility bill 

and Manager Auerbach suggested that all utilities bills be paid as 

soon as they are received. 

 

Trustee Steinhoff questioned the status of the telephone audit. 

 

Mayor Kaplan asked if a date has been set for the Village auditors 

to attend a board meeting. 

 

It was the consensus of the Board of Trustees that the trench box 

ordered as soon as possible. 
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MANAGER’S 

REPORT 

   Grant Update 

 

D & H Canal Project Reimbursement - $55,790.60 has 

been received. 

 

Main Street #2 – The Chamber of Commerce will meet 

with members of RUPCO to discuss different project. 

 

    Downtown Streetscape – Congressman Hinchey’s office 

has contacted the Village of Ellenville and we will be 

receiving $294,000.00 for this grant. 

 

NYSERTA – Manager Auerbach has been in contact with 

them in reference to solar lighting and to do an energy audit 

for the new Government Center. 

 

Real Estate Agreement - 81 N. Main Street – A letter has been 

received from R.J. Smith Realty in reference to extending the 

contract for the sale of this building.  Mayor Kaplan suggested 

lowering the price to $325,000 and for Manager Auerbach to 

contact other realtors. 

 

Joint Meeting with Town of Wawarsing – Mayor Kaplan requested 

that check to see if there is an agenda for said meeting. 

 

Surplus Scrap – Manager Auerbach is looking into the sale of any 

surplus scrap that the Village may have. 

 

Wastewater Plant Inspection Report – Members of the board were 

given the wastewater plant inspection report findings and Bruce 

Distel’s response as how the deficiencies will be handled. 

 

Reminder – The next scheduled walk for board members will be at 

the Water Department.  Trustees will meet at 5:00 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to 

adjourn to audit at 9:00 p.m. not to reconvene to public session. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Noreen Dechon 

Village Clerk 
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