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Village of Ellenville 

Board Meeting 

Monday, May 27, 2008 
 

 

The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance by  

Deputy Mayor Younger at 7:00 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL  Mayor Jeffrey Kaplan    Arrived @ 7:30 p.m. 

   Deputy Mayor Raymond Younger  Present 

   Trustee Efrain Lopez    Present 

   Trustee Francisco Oliveras   Present 

   Trustee Patricia Steinhoff   Present 

 

ALSO PRESENT Philip Cataldi, Village Attorney   

   Philip Mattracion, Chief of Police 

   Linda Polkoski, Village Treasurer 

   Brian Schug, Building Inspector      

   Noreen Dechon, Village Clerk 

   Elliott Auerbach, Village Manager  Absent w/notice 

 
APPROVAL OF 

MINUTES 

   Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Lopez  

   to accept the minutes of May 12, 2008 as presented. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
PETITIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Ellenville Reformed Church – Invitation to board members and 

community to a concert to held at 3:00 p.m. on June 1, 2008. 

 
ArtWave – Barbara Hoff and Carolyn Peters-Baker were before 

the board tonight thanking them for their support in the past and on 

June 29, 2008 they along with Iris Friedman will be hosting a 

reception from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. at the ArtsWave Center to begin 

the 10x10x10 event and all are invited.  

 

Car Show – Barbara Hoff representing the Chamber of Commerce 

was before the board tonight to request permission to host a “Car 

Show” on June 13, 2008 which would entail a twenty minute 

parade and the closing of Liberty Square for an hour and a half.  

Chief Mattracion estimated that the cost of having additional 

officers at this event would run approximately $300 and Mrs. Hoff 

commented that she would obtain funding to cover that expense. 

Acting Fire Chief George Budd commented that he would have 
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Fire Department personnel on hand to help with crowd control and 

John Stage, the event organizer, has six people to volunteer as 

well.  There was discussion that no candy will be thrown from cars 

and it was requested that Mr. Stage produce a diagram of the 

parade route. 

 
MOTION AUTHORIZING 

THE CLOSING OF LIBERTY SQUARE 

AND PERMISSION TO HAVE 

A CAR SHOW PARADE ON 

JUNE 13, 2008 

#052708-01 

   Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Lopez 

giving permission to the Chamber of Commerce to host a parade 

and car show on June 13, 2008 with the stipulation that they apply 

for a permit, provide a diagram of the parade route, give a 

certificate of insurance naming the Village as additional insured 

coordinate with the Chief of Police and pay $300 to cover the 

additional Police staff that will be needed. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried  

 

Assemblyman Cahill – Correspondence received informing the 

Village of Ellenville that a $5,000 grant has been secured for costs 

associated with the transformation of Berme Road Park into an 

environmentally sensitive playground. 

 

Senator Bonacic – Letter acknowledging our request for funding 

for costs associated with a reval of the Town of Wawarsing’s 

assessment roll.  Senator Bonacic stated that funding must now be 

“line out” in the State budget before February 1st.  Our request will 

be kept on file in the event other funding might be available. 

 

Also Senator Bonacic invited board members to the Ellenville 

Regional Hospital for the opening of the new Physical Therapy 

Clinic on June 10, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Gerald Richardson – questioned the necessarily of obtaining a 

permit to install a wood stove in his residence.  Inspector Schug 

stated it is part of the State and Village Code to possess one and 

the minimum charge for any permit is $65.00.  There was brief 

discussion about waiving the fee this year but it was recommended 

by Inspector Schug not to do this. 

 

Mayor Kaplan arrived at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Mr. Richardson also questioned how the Village is using the 

“mountain money” and Mayor Kaplan answered that the money 
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remains in a segregated account with 75% of the annual interest 

deposited in the Village’s general fund to reduce the annual tax lev 

to the residents of the Village. 

 

NAACP Request – Deputy Mayor Younger presented a request to 

use the grounds of the Hunt Memorial Building grounds on June 

21, 2008 to host an Annual Healthy Living/Membership Walk-a-

thon.  It was discussed that this date conflicts with the fireman 

parade and Deputy Mayor Younger advised another date will be 

requested.   This request will also have to go the Hunt Memorial 

Committee. 

 

Ellenville Fire District – Acting Chief George Budd questioned the 

board if a decision has been made in reference to the Fire 

Department filling pools with Village water.  After lengthy 

discussion it was decided that a $10 fee would be charged for 

residents within the Village and a $20 fee for residents outside the 

Village limits. 

 
RESOLUTION TO SET  

FEES FOR THE FILLING OF 

SWIMMING POOLS BY THE 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

#052708-2 

Motion by Trustee Oliveras, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff that 

when the Fire Department fills swimming pools using Village 

water a $10 fee will be charged to Village residents and a $20 fee 

for residents who live outside the Village limits.  

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Chief Mattracion reported that the Village has received $14,600 

from the insurance company as a settlement for the police vehicle 

that was damaged in a recent automobile accident and requested 

that the Board approve the purchase of a used 2006 police vehicle 

in the amount of $13,000 to replace the vehicle that was totaled. 

 
RESLUTION TO APPROVE 

THE PURCHASE OF A 

USED POLICE VEHICLE 

#052708-3 

Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

authorizing the purchase of a used 2006 police vehicle in the 

amount not to exceed the amount received from the insurance 

company for replacement of the police vehicle totaled in a recent 

accident. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
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Fireman’s Parade – Chief Mattracion spoke about the operational 

plan for the Fireman’s Parade that will take place on June 21 in the 

Village of Ellenville.  The Chief reviewed the route of the parade 

and the number of marchers that are expected to participate.  Chief 

Mattracion stated that the parade should last approximately 3 ½ - 4 

hours beginning at 1:00 p.m. Residents of Green Acres will be 

given advance notice that parade marchers will be lining up in their 

neighborhood. 

 

Run Like the Wind – Chief Mattracion stated that the day ran 

smoothly and there was a low turn out of participants and 

spectators and Mayor Kaplan thanked the Police Department for 

the great job that was done. There was discussion about cars being 

able to get into the runners route. This will be brought up to the 

committee. 

 
DISCUSSION OF 

R.J. SMITH REALTY 

TABLED 

052708-3 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff 

to table the discussion of R.J. Smith Realty’s recommendation for 

the sale of 81 N. Main Street upon request of Village Manager 

Auerbach. 

All in favor – Aye – motion carried 

 

Unpaid Water & Sewer Charges – The Board of Trustees 

acknowledged receipt of the unpaid water and sewer charges for 

the 2007/2008 fiscal year.  Mayor Kaplan requested the Village 

attorney review the right to require as a condition that all Villates 

taxes include water and sewer charges are paid in full before any 

permit is issued to a property owner. 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE 

APPROPRIATION TRANSFER 

FROM YOUTH ADVOCACY TO 

JOINT RECREATION 

#052708-4 

Motion by Trustee Oliveras, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to 

authorize the appropriation transfer of $892.00 from Youth 

Advocacy to Joint Recreation. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

Village Code Section 168-5.A.2 – There was discussion among 

board members to remove the word “cripple” from the Village 

Code Section 168-5-A-2 and replace it with “disabled.”  Village 

Attorney Cataldi stated that this change would need to be done by 

a local law and it was requested that the Village Clerk check with 
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General Code Publishers to see if there is a easy way for the 

modification of a word that is longer appropriate. 

 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

    

RENEWAL OF FIRE SAFETY 

INSPECTION CONTRACT  

WITH WHITE OAK 

#052708-5 

   Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

authorizing the renewal of the fire safety inspection contract with 

White Oak. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

Assessment of HVAC system – Inspector Schug reviewed with 

board members the Hornbeck Plumbing assessment of the new 

Government Center’s HVAC system.  Mayor Kaplan requested a 

meeting with the Village engineers to discuss the HVAC system 

before any decisions are made.  

 

Review of Permits – Inspector Schug reviewed with board 

members the number of permits (64) and their value 

($1,042,881.00) from January 1 to date. 

 
MOTION TO ESTABLISH  

A JOINT WORKSHOP MEETING 

WITH PLANNING BOARD & 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

COMMITTEE 

052708-6 

   Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez 

to establish a joint workshop meeting with the Planning Board and 

Historic Preservation Committee on June 11, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. on 

the 4
th

 floor of the Government Center. 

   All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

Some of the topics to be discussed at this joint workshop will be 

design guidelines and standards. 

 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

Attorney Cataldi reviewed with board members a follow up on the 

proposed local law for fire and burglar alarms.  Mr. Cataldi 

reported that it is legal and proper for the alarm companies to add a 

surcharge for a false alarm and he will forward copies of the 

amendments to this new local law to the board. 
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JUNE NEIGHBORHOOD 

WALK SCHEDULE 

   Motion by Trustee Oliveras, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff 

to schedule a walk at the Water and Sewer Departments on June 9
th

 

at 5:00 p.m. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

to schedule a walk at the Street Department on June 23
rd

 at 5:00 

p.m. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
BOARD REPORTS 

Deputy Mayor Younger questioned the status of the franchise 

agreement with Time Warner Cable.  Attorney Cataldi stated he 

met with Joel Scrieberman and reviewed proposed changes to the 

agreement and is still awaiting a response from Brenda Parks from 

Time Warner and  Kate Hope from the State Cable Commission.  

Trustee Steinhoff asked about the Channel 20 guidelines and they 

are not being honored. 

 

Trustee Oliveras questioned if the trench box and sewer camera 

have been ordered and if all vendors had been contacted about late 

payments. 

 

Trustee Steinhoff meet with Youth Commission last Thursday 

and also gave board members a copy of the Village of Monticello’s  

State audit. 

 

Trustee Steinhoff also questioned if the utility bills can be paid 

automatically before they are presented for audit. 

 

Mayor Kaplan stated that the first meeting of the 

consolidation/dissolution  committee had taken place and hoped 

the Village Trustees and staff would answer any questions the 

committee might raise. 

 

Mayor Kaplan also commented that at the next board meeting he 

will be asking for a resolution in support of the Western Mohegan 

group who is seeking tribe status from the State and are looking to 

open a casino in the area pending the State’s approval.  The group 

agreed to pay the Town 2% of its revenue and the Village, hospital 

and school would receive a portion as well. 

 

Mayor Kaplan expressed disappointment in the Town’s decision to  

ignore a proposal to merge the Village and Town court systems (or 

even meet with the Village’s appointed Committee) and the lack of 



DRAFT 

 7 

participation to hire an Economic Development officer as well as 

their refusal to conduct a town wide property reassessment. 

 

Mayor Kaplan also spoke about the possible opening on the 

Village’s Zoning Board and also questioned the status of a meeting 

with students who are working on a skateboard park in the Village. 

 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Polkoski advised board members that all April audit bills 

have been paid with a letter of apology sent out to all vendors.  

 

Mayor Kaplan questioned when the permanent bonding for the 

Government Center will be done. 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Noreen Dechon 

Village Clerk 

 


