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Village of Ellenville 

Workshop Board Meeting 

Monday, March 24, 2008 

 
The workshop meeting was called to order by Mayor Jeffrey 

Kaplan at 6:10 P.M. 

 

Present at the time of the meeting were Village Board members 

Mayor Kaplan, Deputy Mayor Younger, Trustees Efrain Lopez, 

Francisco Oliveras and Patricia Steinhoff. 

 

   Also present were: 

 

Village Manager – Elliott Auerbach 

Village Treasurer – Linda Polkoski 

Village Attorney – Philip Cataldi 

Code Enforcement Officer – Brian Schug 

Village Clerk – Noreen Dechon 

 

The purpose of this workshop was to begin the process of 

reviewing the proposed budget on a line-by- line basis. 

 

Workshop was adjourned till the end of the regular board meeting. 
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Village of Ellenville 

Board Meeting 

Monday, March 24, 2008 
 

 

The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance by  

Mayor Jeffrey Kaplan at 7:05 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL  Mayor Jeffrey Kaplan    Present 

   Deputy Mayor Raymond Younger  Present 

   Trustee Efrain Lopez    Present 

   Trustee Francisco Oliveras   Present 

   Trustee Patricia Steinhoff   Present 

 

ALSO PRESENT Philip Cataldi, Village Attorney   

   Elliott Auerbach, Village Manager 

   Philip Mattracion, Chief of Police 

   Linda Polkoski, Village Treasurer 

   Brian Schug, Building Inspector      

   Noreen Dechon, Village Clerk 

 
APPROVAL OF 

MINUTES 

032408-1 Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Oliveras to accept 

the minutes of March 10, 2008 as presented. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
PETITIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 Lisa Turner-Odem, 279 Canal Street, was before the board tonight 

to discuss an invoice that she received for $99.50 for snow 

removal.  Ms. Odem submitted a copy of payment that she paid for 

someone to remove the snow from her sidewalk.  Ms. Odem stated 

that after her snow is removed a NYS Department of 

Transportation truck will come by and push snow on her property. 

 
MOTION TO WAIVE 

SNOW REMOVAL 

CHARGES 

032408-2 

 Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Oliveras to waive 

the $99.50 invoice for snow removal based upon Ms. Odem 

submitting proof that she had paid for snow removal. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
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 Trustee Oliveras suggested that before any member of our Street 

Department removes snow from a property/sidewalk that a picture 

is taken of snow/ice.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

AUDIBLE BURGLAR & 

FIRE ALARMS 

REGISTRATION & 

RESPONSE 

032408-3 

 Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff 

 to open a public hearing at 7:15 p.m. in reference to audible 

burglar and fire alarms registration and response. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
ADJOURN 

PUBLIC HEARING 

AUDIBLE BURGLAR & 

FIRE ALARMS 

REGISTRATION & 

RESPONSE 

032408-4 

 Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff 

 to adjourn the public hearing at 7:16 p.m. in reference to audible 

burglar and fire alarms registration and response. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
 

PETITIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

(CONTINUED) 

 Brian Rubin, Ellenville Journal, questioned if the Board would be 

discussing the possibility of having a public referendum to use the 

mountain money and was told it would be discussed later in the 

meeting. 
 

REOPEN 

PUBLIC HEARING 

AUDIBLE BURGLAR & 

FIRE ALARMS 

REGISTRATION & 

RESPONSE 

032408-5 

 Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Lopez 

 to reopen the public hearing at 7:16 p.m. in reference to audible 

burglar and fire alarms registration and response. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

 Attorney Cataldi stated that at a previous board meeting it was 

requested that a draft local law be presented allowing the police 

department to charge the Village’s business owners and residents’ 

fines for multiple call-outs where no actual emergency condition 
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was found.  Mr. Cataldi reviewed the legislative intent, definitions, 

registration required, record of false alarms to be maintained and 

the penalties for offenses. 

 

 Mayor Kaplan suggested that at the time of the first false alarm a 

note be placed on the property owners’ door or mailed to the 

property informing them of the law and the requirements.  

 

 A question was raised is the school district or other municipalities 

are exempt from this type of law and it was requested that Attorney 

Cataldi look into this matter. 

 
CLOSE 

PUBLIC HEARING 

AUDIBLE BURGLAR & 

FIRE ALARMS 

REGISTRATION & 

RESPONSE 

032408-6 

 Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Deputy Mayor Younger,  

 to close the public hearing at 7:26 p.m. in reference to audible 

burglar and fire alarms registration and response. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
PETITIONERS & 

CORRESPONDENCE 

(CONTINUED) 

 Mayor Kaplan reported that a check in the amount of $12,907.85 

was received from Time Warner Cable pursuant to our franchise 

agreement.   

 

 Mayor Kaplan inquired from Attorney Cataldi the status of our 

new franchise agreement and he responsed that he will schedule a 

meeting with Brenda Parks. 
 

RESULTS OF 

VILLAGE WIDE 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

 Village Clerk Dechon told board members the results of the village 

wide questionnaire that was sent to residents in reference to a 

Village dissolution study.  Two Hundred Twenty Nine responses 

were received where One Hundred Eighty-One stated that they 

would like the Village Board to look into the cost, expenses and 

process of dissolving the Village of Ellenville. 

 

 Mayor Kaplan proposed that a committee be formed and a notice 

placed in the newspaper requesting anyone who resides either in 
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the Village of Ellenville or Town of Wawarsing and is interested in 

serving on a dissolution committee, contact Village Hall. 

 
MOTION TO ADVERTISE 

FOR VOLUNTEERS TO SERVE 

ON A DISSOLUTION COMMITTEE 

032408-7 
 Motion by Trustee Oliveras, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff that an 

advertisement for volunteers interested in serving on a dissolution 

committee for the Village of Ellenville with the criteria that they 

be either a Village of Ellenville or Town of Wawarsing resident 

and contact the Village Hall by April 25, 2008. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

 Deputy Mayor Younger discussed his point of review for this 

study, knows it has been done in the past, but times have changed 

and maybe consolidation of services is a good concept. 

 
USE OF MOUNTAIN 

SPECIAL RESERVE FUND 

 Mayor Kaplan questioned Attorney Cataldi what the necessary 

steps would be to use the monies in the special reserve fund to pay 

off the deficit in the general fund.  Attorney Cataldi stated that the 

Village can withdraw from the fund by adopting a local law, which 

would then need to be ratified through public referendum.  This 

process of a special referendum would be at least forty five days 

and several public hearings.   
  

 Mayor Kaplan requested that by the next meeting the Village 

Treasurer have the specific amount of the Village deficit, have 

Attorney Cataldi prepare a local law for that and as a result of 

paying down our debt with the “mountain money” what impact 

would it have on the tax revenues to fund our expenses.  A 

question was raised if it is possible to amend the budget after its 

adoption and Attorney Cataldi and Treasurer Polkoski will look 

into this matter. 

 

 Mayor Kaplan also informed board members that he and Village 

Manager Auerbach were invited to the Red Eft art gallery in 

Wurtsboro to discuss the possibility of producing high quality 

giclee poster reproductions of the E.L. Henry paintings.  These 

reproductions could be used for generating revenue. 
 

VEHICLE USE POLICY 

032408-8 

 There was discussion among board members about a “Vehicle Use 

Policy” for village owned vehicles.  After lengthy discussion it was 

decided to restrict vehicle use to within Village limits Chief 
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Mattracion requested two weeks to comply with this new policy 

and his request was granted. 

 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

that effective immediately for a six month trial basis there will be  

limited use of Village vehicles for Village personnel to and from 

their residence provided they live in the Village of Ellenville and 

no vehicle goes outside the Village unless it is on Village business.  

Anyone called in for Village business after normal business hours 

and they are operating their own personal vehicle are entitled to 

.505 mileage reimbursement. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
 

FIRE HYDRANT 

MAINTENANCE 

 Trustee Lopez expressed concern that some of the fire hydrants in 

the Village were not being cleared of ice and snow.  Village code 

states that the clearing of fire hydrants is the responsibility of the 

property owner.  It was the consensus of board members to identify 

hydrants that are not clearly in the boundaries of someone’s 

property.   
 

ESTABLISH PUBLIC 

HEARING 

DISCUSSION OF 

THE 2008/2009 

VILLAGE BUDGET 

032408-9 

 

 Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Oliveras to 

schedule a Public Hearing for the purpose of discussing the 

2008/2009 Village Budget on April 14, 2008 at 7:10 p.m. 

 All in favor – Aye – motion carried 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 Chief Mattracion discussed a recent newspaper article in reference 

to a problem with skateboarders.  Chief Mattracion explained the 

incident and Trustee Steinhoff requested that a representative from 

the Police Department meet with Sohaib Saeed who has been 

before the board representing the skateboarders.  It was requested 

that Attorney Cataldi draft legislation that would allow police 

officers to confiscate skateboards when there is a problem in safety 

issues. 

  

 Deputy Mayor Younger questioned the Chief about the police 

department’s overtime and the lack of scheduling for part time 

police officers since we had appointed two officers for 89 days.  

Chief Mattracion addressed the scheduling of police officers and 
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his efforts to have effective coverage on each shift.  There was 

discussion about reducing the number of personnel on each shift. 
 

ATTORNEY’S  REPORT 

 Clinton Avenue Closing – Attorney Cataldi informed board 

members that an April 10, 2008 closing date has been scheduled. 

 

 Mill Street Closing - Attorney Cataldi informed board members 

that an April 15, 2008 closing date has been scheduled. 

 

 Resnick Park Eminent Domain – Attorney Cataldi stated that an 

April 4, 2008 court date has been scheduled but he has contacted 

the attorney for this parcel and requested they make a reasonable 

offer to see the parcel and the Village could make a possible offer 

of one parking space. 

 

 Skate Board Legislation – Attorney Cataldi requested permission 

to draft legislation in reference to skate boards. 

 

 Also Deputy Mayor Younger questioned if the Mill Street closing 

does not take place can we re-advertise this parcel and was told we 

could and we able to keep the down payment that was given to the 

Village.  Trustee Steinhoff questioned if we have heard from Levi 

Hecht in reference to 256 Canal Street and was told we were not. 

 
CHANGE MAY 26, 2008 

MEETING TO MAY 27, 2008 

032408-10  

 Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff 

to change the May 26, 2008 meeting to May 27, 2008 in 

observance of Memorial Day. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 
 

ESTABLISH SPRING NEIGHBORHOOD 

WALK SCHEDULE 

032408-11 

 Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

to schedule the May Neighborhood Walk schedule at 5:00 p.m. as 

follows: 

  Water Department (Wells) 

  Sewer Department 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
ESTABLISH SPRING CLEAN UP 

SCHEDULE 

032408-11 

 

 Motion by Trustee Lopez, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to 

establish a 2008 Spring Clean Up Schedule as follows: 
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   Center Street and Areas South of Center Street 

Monday April 7
th

 through Friday April 11
th

 

    Monday April 21
st
 through Friday April 25

th
 

 

Areas North of Center Street 

Monday April 14
th

 through Friday April 18
th

 

Monday April 28
th

 through Friday May 2
nd 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
RESIGNATION OF FRED  

DUPONT EFFECTIVE 

MAY 25, 2008 

032408-12 

 

 Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

to accept the resignation of Fred Dupont as Municipal Work I 

effective March 25, 2008. 

 All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
AUTHORIZE ATTENDANCE 

TO NY RURAL WATER  

ASSOCIATION 

032408-13 

 Motion by Trustee Steinhoff, seconded by Trustee Oliveras to 

authorize attendance of NY Rural Water Association Conference 

for Bruce Distel, Tom VanLeuven, Mike Ryman and Mike Avery 

at the Hudson Valley Resort on 5/19/08 – 5/22/08 at a cost of 

$100.00 per person with the stipulation that said employees pay for 

this training now and they will be reimbursed in June. 

 All in favor, 4 – motion passed. 

 

Trustee Lopez left the room at 9:05 p.m. 

  
TREASURER’S  REPORT 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Steinhoff to 

approve the following appropriation transfer from the General Fund 

2007/08: 

 

   FROM     A1010.1   Trustee P.S.                     225.00 

                A1110.2   Justice Court                     500.00 

        A1450.4   Elections                               2,500.00 

                          A1620.2   Shared Bldg Equip          415.00 

                                          A1950.4   Tax on Village Property                  74.00 

                   A1990.4   Contingency                             42,784.00 

                               A3620.1   Safety P.S.                                  4,295.00 

                   A3620.2   Safety Equip                               2,000.00 

                                                   A4989.4   Summer Feeding                          10,563.00 
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                            A7311.1   Youth Rec P.S.                               2,224.00 

         

                                                                $65,580.00 

 

   To:      A1110.4    Justice Court C.E.                          $    500.00 

                                     A1670.4    Printing & Mailing                            2,000.00 

                                     A1940.4    Hunt C.E                        .                   2,000.00 

                         A5142.2    Snow Equip                                       3,250.00 

             A5142.4    Snow C.E.                                        28,000.00 

                         A7145.4    Pool                           20,000.00 

             A7311.4    Youth Rec C.E                               600.00  

                        A9730.7    BAN Interest                                        8,205.00 

                        A9951.9    BAN Principal                1,025.00 

           

                                                            $ 65,580.00 

    Trustee Lopez returned at 9:10 p.m. 

    All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 
BOARD REPORTS 

 Trustee Steinhoff reported that she attended the last Youth/ 

 Recreation Program meeting and the school is currently working 

on the possible new agreement since the YMCA will be running 

the pool program. 

 

 Trustee Lopez requested the board look into the revising local 

legislation in reference to our sewer line and the property owners’ 

responsibilities. 

 

 Trustee Steinhoff commented on the Copper Notification letter that 

will be sent to water/sewer users and Manager Auerbach gave the 

background on this matter. 

 

 Mayor Kaplan told board members that the Farmers’ Market had a 

meeting and the plan for the dates for this season is the last Sunday 

in June and ending on the last Sunday in September.  Mayor 

Kaplan reviewed some of the booths that will be paying 

participants along with the revenues that have been raised and 

congratulated the committee and Mike Siegel on their work. 

 

 Mike Kaplan would like to add the name of John Adams to the 

NYS DOT Transportation Enhancement Program (TEP) (Bike and 

pedestrian paths and rail trails).  Other members of this committee 

are Paul Ross, Paul Tennenbaum, Arthur Lukoff and Tony 

Percoco. 

 

 
 



 

3 24 08 10 

MANAGER’S REPORT 

 Manager Auerbach reviewed with board members the cost of the 

yearly insurance for the E.L. Henry art collection.  That amount is 

$241.00 for an estimated $209,050 for replacement value. 

 
BUDGET WORKSHOP 

CONTINUED 

The Board of Trustees continued discussion of reviewing the 

proposed budget on a line-by- line basis at 9:20 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Deputy Mayor Younger, seconded by Trustee Oliveras 

to adjourn at 10:15 p.m. 

All in favor - Aye - motion carried 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Noreen Dechon 

Village Clerk 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


